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The following documents have been cited in the Search Report: 



D1 : WO 2003/022739 A2 
D2: WO 2002/076887 A2 



Both documents represent the prior art with regard to the subject-matter of the 
independent claim 1 of the present app.ication and show methods for produc ng 
nanotubes or nanoparticles comprising the steps of providing a hydrocarbon Mould 
ene^ylnput nan0partic,es as an effectiv e carbon source and providing 

D1 discloses a method for producing fullerenes, nanotubes or nanoparticles, said method 
compns.ng providing a hydrocarbon liquid as an effective carbon source and providinq 
energy input, such that said hydrocarbon liquid produces acetylene, ethylene methane 
or carbon monoxide. The cooling means consist of a cavity wall in the wall of the 
chamber through which a coolant is circulated. Adding soluble orqanometallic 
compounds to the liquids, like Fe-, Co-and Ni-naphtenates in toluene solutions allows 
ncreasing yields of graphite nanofibers (GNFs) due to the simultaneous production of 
he, Co and Ni nanoclusters which catalyze GNFs'growth. 

However, no method for preparing carbon nanotubes from a liquid phased carbon source 
comprising the steps of heating and pressurizing said carbon source to the range of 
critical temperature and pressure as characterized in claim 1 of the present application is 
disclosed in D1. KK 

32 shows a process for synthesis of nanotubes comprising the steps of laser ablating a 
bulk metal catalyst within a hydrocarbon solution to produce a feedstock containing metal 
catalyst nanoparticles, atomizing the feedstock to form a feedstock aerosol, and heating 
the feedstock aerosol to form nanotubes. The preparation of a nanotube feedstock 
solution comprises the st eps of laser ablating a bulk metal catalyst within a hydrocarbon 
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solution to produce metal catalyst nanoparticles, and adding a stabilizer to the 

th y ^ rOC h r t b K 0n f SOlUt,0n the feedstock aer °s°l ^lls by gravity and by the inert gas flow 
through the furnace, the nanotubes form. The nanotubes so formed are collected in a 
collector by condensation when cooled by a coolant. 

Again, no method for preparing carbon nanotubes from a liquid phased carbon source 
comprising the steps of heating and pressurizing said carbon source to the ranqe of 
disclose e dTD2 tUre PrGSSUre 98 characterized in claim 1 of the present application is 

The remaining claims 2-10 of the present application specify preferred embodiments of 
the subject-matter of the independent claim 1 . 

Therefore, the invention described in the application appears to be novel involvinq an 
inventive step and capable of industrial application. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Supplemental Box) (July 1998) 



